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THE Hall of the Ago of Man, a
most interesting department of
tho American Museum of Nat¬

ural History, Now York, is now ap¬
proaching completion.
This hall, by means of'models and

pictures, presents a complete view of
the various stages in tho evolu¬
tion of man, as well as of the
animals that surround him, in
the infancy of lis development
in various parts of the world.
Perhups the most singular fact

nbout prehistoric man sli^wn
here is the high degree of artis¬
tic ability which he displayed.
It is amazing to find that men

living 00,000 years ngo, and even more,
could make life-like pictures of animals
and natural scenes that compare credit¬
ably with the work of some of our ablest,
modern artists.
For example, there is a mural painting

in the American Museum which shows the
men of tho Cro-Magnon period in France,
tyho lived probably 00,000 years ago, deco¬
rating the walls of their cave in the Dor-
dogne district. The wall painting which
the prehistoric artists are finishing is an
exac t reproduction of a prehistoric paint¬
ing actually found in a cave in Dordogne.
The prehistoric painting shows a group

of gigantic hairy mammoths who lived at
ihc same time as the artists and must
have been one of the most exciting fea¬
tures of their existence. This picture,
executed very realistically in colors, there-

' forot'.gives us a very characteristic sceno
*

of life in that early time and corresponds
to what an American artist might seek to
portray in decorating the walls of a public
building in these days.
The prehistoric wall painting may he

compared, for instance, with the mural
painting executed by Mr. E. II. lilashtield
for the- court house at AVilkesharre,
Pa. The artist is one of the best
known of contemporary mural
painters, and in this work he
symbolizes t he relation of the
law court to our American life. He is our

counterpart of the cave-painter and,
.strange to say, the difference in artistic
ability showp is not as great as might bo
c.v rcted.
When Mr. Blashtield's attention was

called to this matter he was not at all
offended at the suggestion that he might
bo compared with a prehistoric cava
p.iu'.tt". and lie furnished this interesting
tommen
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does not seem to he any such
all: olute and consecutive progress
There are variations in different

j i .and in each period there is new
; i , but only along lines upon which
utter.'.ion has been newly concentrated.
"The (J reck artists. L',0<»0 years ago

reached higher points than any other art-
ir-t; J did the mediaeval artist, the renais

ar»!st, the modern artist, eacli in h *
turn. lint the artists of each epoch.¦..ached tli" highest point in certain ejuali
tie. only at the cost of losing or ignoring
« 'r ai other finalities which artists of
e ther epochs d< velopeel to a higher degree."in a word or two, modern art reaches
hither points in certain directions than
any < atlier art. In certain oth"r din c-
tiorv e-arlj art reaches points which iui
inoch :n art attains."

< »t con:e, tl 'j^- cave men were roughand une iltivatc other respects. TheyI'd little social organization, as we un¬
derstand Jt tcj-day, they had no gencMii-
meat, no army, n » universiiiess; they hadlittle knowledge of the mechanical arts;5;i fact, they lae ked most of the things that
v,< regard a making up civilization. Theyhad no agriculture and Jived by huntingand fishinK.
The cave mu' t have been a kind of artschool, where many of the tribe stayed athome and learned to paint. This leads to

A Remark- H ^
ably Fine 111 ^̂Mural
Painting in Full Colors of an Ancient 'Bison Found

on the Ceiling of a Cave in Franpe.
the reflection that the hunting and fishingmembers of the tribe must have boon will¬
ing to give up a larj.'o share of their hanl-
won game and other spoils in order to
support the artists at their refined occu¬
pation. Evidently the cave men, while
they may have been "low brows" in most
respects, were "high brows" in regard toart.
The artistic excellence attained by tlic-

eave men raises many important pointsconcerning the doctrine of evolution.These people appear 10 have suddenly'come into existence. There is no recordof a 1o:ik line of ancestors slowly working
up to this proficiency in art. Did man
evolve by slow stages from his animal
date, or did he evolve by sudden jumpsat widely separated times and places?This is a great question, which is not yetsettled, but which the remains of tlje cavo
n.cn may help to clear up.

In order to understand just how ad¬vanced these cave men were it is desir¬able to have the opinion of an expert.Professor llenry Fairfield Osborn, director

Mural Printing of Justice in the Wilkes-Barrc(Pa.) Courthouse, by Mr. E. H. Blashfield,ProK?bly the Foremost Mural Painter oft'>e *"^v. Copyright by Mr. Blashfield.
oT tho Aniorican
Museum, (1 e s c rilling'his plijir=o of er»riv
life, says:

"(' o n i e ni p o rane-
ously with the disa'p-
pearanee of the last
K 1 a e i a 1 period in
Europe a li ili 1 yevolved race, in no
respect inferior to
modern man, entered
that continent from
the East and drove
out or exterminatedthe Neanderthal race, of which thcv woreboth the mental and physical superior?."Their cultural Capacity is indicated notalone by their physiognomj and the cubiccontent of their brain, but has also beendemonstrated by the handiwork and es¬pecially the artistic productions which theyhavo left in the caves of Southern Kurope.The Palaeolithic murals and .sculptures inrelief painted on th? Walls of limestone

grottoes in France and Spain indicate
greater artistic sense and ability than havbeen found among any other uncivilizedpeople."
The painting made ny c. It. Knight forthe Hall of the Age of Man representsfour Cro-Magnon artists at work on thefamous procession of mammoths which wasfound in the cave of Font-de-liaume, inDordogno. Two half-kneeling figures areholding lamps made of hollowed out

stones to enable the artists to see clearlyin the dimness of the cave. One artist,who Is bending over is engaged in incisingthe outlines of the mamnmth on the lime¬
stone wall with a sharp flint; the other
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a ft 1st is laying on the colors, employing ashoulder bono as a pallet. The man sit¬
ting down Is preparing colors from rodand yellow ochre.
The man standing np, with a staff. Is aohb-ftairt, who takes enre that the artists(1< iheir day's work and receive their fend.Everybody should visit the Hall of theAge of Man and see the various steps bywhich his ancestors emerged from thebrute i.tapp. The ancestry of man ishold to have begun in Asia two million

years or more ago. He is descended from
an ape-like creature, not positively identi-iied. There is in the hall a Jaw of a rarefessil animal called the "Propliopithocus,"which may have been an ancestor of both
ir. -n and the existing apes.

V.'c can look at a reproduction of the
very early "Pithecanthropus," found inlava, which is neither distinctly an apenor distinctly human.
A collection of the great man apes en¬ables one to see the exact differences be¬

tween men and apes.The earliest known positively human:elic is the jaw of the Heidelberg man, af' <sil which is believed to be 250,000 yearsold The Heidelberg man may have beenthe ancestor of the Neanderthal racewhich was widely spread in Europe over
a hundred thousand years ago. The Mu¬
seum possesses the actual remains of aNeanderthal man, found at Krapina.

Alont; with the Neanderthal man inEurope lived herds of woolly rhinocerosesand woolly mammoths.
The Neanderthals were conquered andlargely exterminated by the Cro-Magnonwho entered from the East andwhoso artistic work excites so much in-
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Extremely Creditable Fresco Representing aPrehistQric Stag Hun*-, ". a*iited in Dark
Red by Paleo''t »ic

terest. The c-onlrar.1 between l!ie Cro-Magnon licnds and thoss of the Neander¬thals is very wide, as (lie farmer arenearly like those of ihe Caucasian iaoe to¬day.
The Cro-Magnons were displaced by theNeolithic, or "Now Stone" race,fhowed lower intelligence and ar»\- 1-.ability, but greater cXunbative force.
The now race, which is considered the

ancestor of tho most warlike nations of
to-day. was- chiefly concerned, in a rigorousnorthern climate,, with the struggle for ex¬istence, in which the qualities of endur¬
ance, tribal loyalty and the rudiments of
family life were being cultivated. Ruc'3
lints took the place of caverns and shs'-
tcrs, which were now mostly abandoned.
These conquerors were, tali men, with

high, narrow skulls, related to the existingNordic race, more powerful in build than
'lie people of tlie Swiss Lake Dwellings.
Skulls and skeletons representative of this
hardy northern type are abundantly known
in Scandinavia, but have not found tlieir
way to the American Museum coH^cMons
as yet.
Tho Hall of tho Age of Man is planned

to contain four chief collections of tho
mnmmals of the world during man's ex¬
istence. -»

In Europe prehistoric man hunted the
reindeer, the. wild horses and cattle and
the mammoth. He used the hido of the
reindeer for clothing, the tlesh and marrow
for food. He carved the ivory tusks of tho

Prehistoric Artists Dec¬
orating Their Cavern

Home, from Painting by
Charles R. Knight

Under the Direction of
Henry Fairfield Osborn,
Just Completed for the
American Museum of

Natural History.
Copyright, 1920.

An Artist of the Cave DwellingDays, as Reconstructed and Mod¬
eled by Modern Scientists.

mammoth. The mammoth, the northern,
hairy type of elephant, known to early ex-
plorers of fossil remains, was foremost
anion? tho great mammals hunted by man.
The whole history of this animal family Is
shown in the Hall of the Age of Man.
The evolution of the elephantine animals

or proboscideans culminates in the masto¬
dons and mammoths. This is one of tho
romances of evolution quite equal In inter¬
est to the evolution of the horse. This col¬
lection is by far the most complete in ex¬
istence; it contains as much in the way of
complete skeletons ns those in all the other
museums of the world combined. Tho early
stares in the evolution of the proboscid¬
eans, beginning with the Palaeomnstodon
discovered in the Fayum region of northern
Africa, carry us back into times far ante¬
cedent to tho Age of Man, namely, into an
early period of the Age of Mammals, tho
Oligocene. '

Four great murals Just «omnletr><i nn

north walla show life in
the Glacial epoch In tho
Northern Hemisphere.
They represent the final
glacial stage, the period
of the maximum advance
of tho glaciers over tho
entire Northern Hemi¬
sphere, of the moHt in¬
tense cold, and of the far¬
thest southward exten¬
sion of the northern types
of mammals. This is tho
time of the Cro-Magnon
race, and our knowledge
of the mammoths, rein¬
deer and rhinoceroses is
derived from the actual
Cro-Magnon painting and
ctchinns. chieflv tliosa
found within the caverns.

'lhe woolly rhinoceros, like the woolly
mammoth, was heavily enwrapped in hair,benea h which was a thick coat of lino
wool. With this protection the animal was
quite Indifferent to the wintry blasts which
swept over the steppe-like country of
northern France. This golden-brown wool
is actually preserved on the side of the
face of one specimen discovered, which is
now in tlie Museum of Petrograd. The
head of the rhinoceros was long and nar¬
row, like that of the white rhinoceros of
Africa, but the jaws were narrower andthe upper lips were more pointed. It la an
animal quite distinct from the great blackrhinoceros still extant in Africa, which is
r grazer with broad lips.
One mural painting represents two herds,reindeer and mammoth, migrating along* tie banks of the river Somme, not far

from one of the great encampments of men
o? the Cro-Magnon race. These reindeer
and mammoths are, in fact, depicted veryprecise!" i." the paintings and engravingsleft by the Cro-Magnon artists.especially!n the c?''°i^ of Font-de-Gaumc. It is a
striking fr.ot that in the case of the mam¬
moth evf-> painting, drawing, etching and
model which the Cro-Magnon man has
given us exhibits exactly the same char¬
acters.th_ long hairy covering, the veryhigh hump t."oava the forehead, the notch
between the hump and the neck, tho veryhigh shoulf'.e'H, the short back, the rapidslope of the op.ck over tho hind quarters,the short tail.


